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Opening up  

Welcome to my first newsletter. Up until now I have felt a need to shy away 

in my own creative world. I’ve had an unconventional beginning to 

education and life, and my painting has been very much a part of finding 

my confidence and myself. Over the course of these monthly newsletters 

however, I will begin to open up about my life and work, and share some 

of the stories that have brought me to working in the way I do, and the 

narratives the paintings tell. I find the art world holds a suspicion about my 

age and experience - as if being young doesn’t qualify me to work in an 

abstract way without a background of sketches and swatches to evidence 

my process. But abstract art is an intensely personal process. It’s about 

working in a free way, letting your subconscious direct your course of 

travel and allowing the marks to find flow and meaning for themselves. 

Having been absent from mainstream education for many years, I have 

benefitted hugely from being able to retain the innate creative flow usually 

reserved for children, before it is knocked out of them through having to 

adhere to rigid learning outcomes to pass exams. My experience in 

abstract art is therefore both extensive and deeply authentic. Abstract art 

is not just my preferred working style as an artist, but the discourse 

through which I process and find meaning in the world.   

 
QUOTE OF THE 
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‘Colour is a 

power which 

directly 

influences the 

soul’ 

KANDINSKY 
 

 

 



 

Creating space  
Art in the barn 

I am lucky to live in the most wonderful surroundings up 

here in North Yorkshire. I don’t have to travel far to 

access the drama of the hills and valleys of Swaledale 

and Wensleydale, and the Northumberland coast which I 

love and know so well, is only an hour up the road.  

My home however, is equally inspiring, in the grounds of 

an old farmhouse, surrounded by hens, ducks and all 

manor of wild birdlife.  

This month I made the brave decision to move all my 

painting equipment out of my upstairs bedroom, and 

into a rather rickety old outbuilding. I was nervous about 

such a radical change of space, and worried that it might 

change the way I work. So far however, I’ve felt liberated 

by the sheer practical nature of being able to make a 

mess and not have to sleep in it afterwards!  

 Happy homes  

This month’s sales  

 

Happy homes have been found for 

two of my most recent paintings 

‘Darkness Retreats’ and ‘Windows 

Through the Mist’. It’s always 

reassuring when people choose to 

purchase very new work – it helps 

clarify and confirm the direction 

you’re moving in. It also means I can 

let go a little easier before attachment 

sets in! 

   

Ready to 

connect  

  

Working as an artist it is easy to become isolated in your own way of living and creating. 

Connecting with others can be daunting, but it can also be very empowering. If you would 

like to connect, I would love to hear from you. You can find me through any of the below. I 

hope you have enjoyed this very brief introduction to my world, and I look forward to 

sharing more with you next month.    

Website: www.nelhumeart.co.uk 

Email: nelamberhume@gmail.com 

Instagram: @nelamberhume 
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